Getting Started
The costumes come in kit form, with the pattern printed directly onto
the fabric. It is important to lay the fabric out on a flat surface –
the floor is fine – before you start to cut anything out.
Make a note of how the pieces are labelled. Each piece has a title
outside the cutting line and once they are cut out, you won’t be able
to refer to what it is. You could cut out this title and pin it onto
the corresponding piece if you are worried.
The cutting lines for the pieces have construction notches. The front
pieces have one notch and the back pieces have two notches. Another
good way to distinguish between front and back is to attach a safety
pin to all the back pieces (or all the front pieces) and group them
together.
Make sure your scissors are suitable for fabric too, as scissors that
you cut paper with will not be as sharp and could snag the cloth.
Read the instructions and if anything doesn’t make sense, please call
us. We want you to enjoy making your costumes and are very happy to
help, if something goes wrong.
Follow the order that is given in the instructions for making up your
costumes. We have had test sewers construct the costumes and this was
the order that they felt was easiest and gave the best results.
All seam allowances are 1.5cm.
All hem allowances are 3cm. Hems on jackets are 2.5cm. Sleeve hems
are 2.5cm.
Not all costumes come in all sizes, so if your child is smaller than
the size of the costume – even though it is the right age – adjust
the sewing line by taking it in by .5cm. Make sure you match the
edges of the fabric to allow for the pieces to line up properly as
with the original sewing line.
If your child is shorter than average, adjust the hem-line by
reducing the length of the garment and cutting out the pieces inside
the original cutting line. This could be done after the child has
tried on the nearly finished garment, so that you can see exactly how
much you need to reduce the length by.
If your child is larger than the size of the costume – even though it
is the right age – adjust the cutting line by cutting out the pieces
1cm outside the original cutting line. Make sure that you match the
edges of the fabric to allow the pieces to line up properly as with
the original cutting line.
If your child is taller than average, adjust the hem-line by cutting
out the pieces 2.5cm below the original hemline.
Always use a damp cloth – tea-towel – to iron the costumes. This will
protect the fabric and help to keep the seams neat.
As with all clothing please do not allow your child to wear this
costume near naked flame or fire.

